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was to be accompanied by five other persons. They were
furnished with arms in case they might have to defend
themselves when they alighted, and provisions in the event
of their aerial voyage being prolonged.
The departure of the balloon was fixed for the i8th of
March. It should be effected during the night, with a
north-west wind of moderate force, and the aeronauts calcu-
lated that they would reach General Lee's camj. in a few
hours.
But this north-west wind was not a simple breeze. From
the 18th it was evident that it was changing to a hurricane.
The tempest soon became such that Forster's departure
was deferred, for it was impossible to risk the balloon
and those whom it carried in the midst of the furious
elements.
The balloon, inflated on the great square of Richmond,
was ready to depart on the first abatement of the wind,
and, as may be supposed, the impatience among the
besieged to see the storm moderate was very great
The 18th, the igtii of March passed without any alters^
tion in the weather. There was even great difficulty in
keeping the balloon fastened to the ground, as the squalls
dashed it furiously about.
The night of the igth passed, but the next morning the
storm blew with redoubled force. The departure of the
balloon was impossible.